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coloration, the power of animals to think, to reason, to express thought, and 
kindred subjects. On page 47, he advances a subject for further investiga- 
tion. He writes : ' ' The correlation or interdependence of various character- 
istics and organs is a subject full of interest, but one which has hitherto 
attracted comparatively little attention. Close study of this phenomenon may 
eventually revolutionize zoological thought." 

The book lacks illustrations. If each bird described could, in addition, 
have been brought before the reader by means of good photographs, the work 
would have been enhanced in value. As it is it is worthy of attention. 

Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

Java and her Neighbours. A traveller 's notes in Java, Celebes, the 

Moluccas and Sumatra. By A. S. Walcott. xvii and 350 pp. Map, ills., 

index. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1914. $2.50. 7%x5%. 

Introduced by a carefully compiled and well written historical sketch of the 

Dutch Bast Indies. The book is intended for the general reader but is not 

superficial; clearly describes the things best worth attention in the islands 

visited; entirely subordinates the personality of the author with which too 

many books of travel are suffused. There are a good index and many excellent 

illustrations. 

Seventeen Years among the Sea Dyaks of Borneo. A record of 
intimate association with the natives of the Bornean jungles. By E. J. 
Gomes, xx and 343 pp. Map, ills., index. Seeley & Co., London, 1911. 
16s. 9x6. 
The tribe discussed in this excellent record of mission endeavor is the Iban 
of Hose and MeDougall's classification. Mr. Gomes regards them as an in- 
clusion of an earlier race persisting through a later Malayan wave of settle- 
ment. This is open to doubt, in fact the probability is opposed to this con- 
clusion. In the wider study of Indonesia we are led to the belief that in its 
pigmy Negrito folk we have a survival from one of the foci of human evo- 
lution, the discovery of Pithecanthropus by Dubois in this horizon being pecu- 
liarly enticing. Postulating information, at present very imperfect, we incline- 
to see in the Punan of the mountains of Borneo a member of this truly 
autochthonous race. We are in a position to deny the statement as regards 
the Iban. Recent linguistic research in the Philippines establishes their close 
agreement with the Subanu, therefore with an early eastern wave of the first 
Malayan migration over Indonesia coincident with, and operative upon, the 
expulsion of the Proto-Polynesians, themselves the colony of a migrant swarm. 
Mr. Gomes is an excellent reporter of manners and customs with which he has 
had the opportunity and the sympathy to become quite familiar. His volume 
stands to the work of Hose and McDougall as the expansion of a particular 
chapter. William Churchill. 

Japan's Inheritance. The country, its people, and their destiny. By E- 
Bruce Mitford. 384 pp. Ills., index. T. Fisher Unwin, London, 1913. 
10s. 6d. 9x6. 
In reference to the political chapters of this work we observe that the 
author has arrived at the third stage of comprehension of Japan as an Asiatic 
power and a factor in world power. He blends admiration and condemnation 
in such wise as to give value to the expression of his opinions as an interpre- 
tation of modern Japan. In this particular it is but one of several authori-* 
tative books. The true novelty which Mr. Mitford offers is a brilliant study 
of Japanese landscape as the resultant of tectonic forces. He points out the 
most beautiful scenes of the Island Empire, he analyzes their beauty with the- 
skill of a painter, he criticises the Sankei which Japanese taste has picked as 
the three landscape gems, Miyajima, Ama-no-hashidate and Matsushima. 
With no little skill in the understanding of the constructive force of the 
plastic dejecta of volcanoes he traces the series of events. So far as is pos- 
sible he recovers the ancient land surface as basic in the study of the modern 



